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First Walk on a New Trail

Walking the New Grasshopper Loop 
in La Honda Creek Open Space

Neil Wiley
Hiking a new trail is always interesting, 

but this was special. On June 3, we shared 
not only a new trail, but celebrated Midpen 
Open Space’s 50th birthday and the 
organization’s 250th mile of public trail. 
Considering its significance, the event 
was small, attended by general manager 
Ana Maria Ruiz, two board members, and 
twenty or so Midpen employees, volunteers, 
and friends. Yet this non-profit organization 
has permanently protected more than 
65,000 acres of greenbelt in San Mateo, 
Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz Counties. In a 
time of pandemics, economic uncertainty, 
political division, and loss of community, we 
need these natural places of beauty, quiet, 
and comfort even more.

Getting outside can be easy. You don’t 
need to walk to enjoy nature. Driving up 
Black Road to Skyline will make your heart 
pump a little faster. Then the drive from 
Black to La Honda Road (Highway 84) 
offers beautiful scenery. If you are hungry, 
visit Alice’s Restaurant for a great hamburger 
and the creek view out behind the lawn.

On the way, you passed many beautiful 
preserves, but they do require long walks 
and a few climbs. Instead, you can work off 
that hamburger with a short drive west on 
Highway 84 to Sears Ranch Road, near the 

Creek view at Alice's Restaurant

town of La Honda. A right turn takes you to 
the 22-car parking area for the Grasshopper 
Loop Trail. It is an accessible trail with no 
hopping, climbing, or scrambling.

Here is a quick look at the experience. It 
was a cool and cloudy day, perfect for a hike. 
I walked along a wide and easy 1.3-mile trail 
with minimal elevation gain that took me 
through a varied landscape of grasslands, oak 
woodlands, and redwood forests. Following 
the loop in a clockwise direction, I saw 
scenic views of distant hills, dotted with 
grazing cattle. I continued along a smooth 
dirt trail looking down through forest. The 
trees got bigger, but soon I left the shade to 

find a scenic viewpoint with a comfortable 
bench. Then it was only a short walk along 
the ridge back to my starting place. This 
trail is easy, scenic, and with enough variety 
to keep it interesting.

Dogs are welcome on the trail from 
December 16 through July 31. The four 
months in between are calving season.  
Equestrian parking is available by permit at 
the Driscoll Ranch Event Center. ( A special 
Horses, History & Views equestrian event 
is scheduled at the center on Thursday, 
August 18.) Bicycles are not permitted in 
the preserve.
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Although La Honda Creek Open Space 
covers more than 6,000 acres, much of it is 
undeveloped. The preserve is divided into 
three major sections: upper, middle, and 
lower. The upper section is available by 
permit only. I’ve hiked there, but parking 
is severely limited, and trails are few and 
undeveloped. 

More trails and a staging area near the 
historic Red Barn are planned, linking 
the upper and lower preserve areas and 
offering more recreation opportunities.

For more information and maps showing 
the entire preserve, visit www.openspace.
org. If you have more questions, call 
Midpen at 650-691-1200. 

And don’t forget. It’s easy to keep 
moving.




